Emails Between DOER and Utilities on Monthly Reporting and Annual April 1 Filing

From: Danielle Winter [mailto:dwinter@keeganwerlin.com] 
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2013 9:29 AM
To: Bingham, Gerry (ENE); wmecodg@nu.com; cynthia.janke@nu.com; Feraci, Joseph; Le, David; Kuriakose, Alex; Bilsky, Chandra; Bonazoli, John; david.wrona@nu.com; jennifer.schilling@nu.com; jack.habib@nstar.com; Roughan, Timothy R. [TIMOTHY.ROUGHAN@us.ngrid.com]; kevin.kelly@us.ngrid.com
Cc: Breger, Dwayne (ENE); Clarke, Steven (EEA); Jonathan Raab; Mahony, Elizabeth (ENE); Skulley, Brooke E. (Brooke.Skulley@nationalgrid.com); Moore, Liana (Liana.Moore@nationalgrid.com); Epler, Gary (epler@unitil.com); 'Rabadjija, Neven' (neven.rabadjija@nstar.com)
Subject: RE: DOER DG Monthly Reporting December 2012

Gerry,  

 

Respectfully, the Utilities disagree with your below interpretation of both the DGWG Report and the recent D.P.U. 11-75-E Order regarding the DG Interconnection tariff.  As an initial matter, you refer to the April 1st annual report as a “non-tariff” matter, yet the Department discusses the report in the context of the Redlined Tariff (see Section B) due to the fact that it is tied to the new time frames.  

 

As you know, the April 1st annual report mentioned in the DGWG Report was one of the recommendations put forward by the Working Group to track adherence to the new time frames agreed to by the Group and contained in the redlined tariff.   The April 1st annual reports are, by their nature, not applicable to the “old” tariff time frames.  Additionally, the new tariff with the revised time frames, while approved by the Department in its Order, has not yet been reduced to Company-specific compliance tariffs for the Department’s review and approval.  Those compliance tariffs, with the new time frames, will be filed by April 12th pursuant to the Department’s Order and will become effective following Department approval (anticipated to take place shortly after filing).   As such, the new time frames are not yet in force to be tracked and reported.  

 

The contents of the April 1st annual report, chiefly the inclusion of information about the interim fee reimbursement provision, provides another indicator that the DG Working Group did not intend for this report to be filed April 1, 2013.  This information could only be tracked and reported after the approval of the redlined tariff and the subsequent compliance tariffs.  

 

Given the D.P.U. 11-75-E Order and the anticipated approval of the to-be-filed compliance tariffs with the new time frames, the Utilities will be further refining their tracking procedures and monthly reports to capture the information you note below.  This information, along with all of the information the Utilities have been tracking to date, will be available to the DOER and the Department, if requested (see Order at 30), on a monthly basis.  The Utilities anticipate filing the summarized monthly data on April 1, 2014.

Thank you.

Danielle

Danielle C. Winter, Esq.

Keegan Werlin LLP

265 Franklin Street, 6th Floor

Boston, MA 02110

617-951-1400 (office)

617-951-1323 (fax)

dwinter@keeganwerlin.com 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please immediately notify me by return e-mail and permanently delete the original and any attachments thereto.
From: Bingham, Gerry (ENE) [mailto:gerry.bingham@state.ma.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 10:15 AM
To: wmecodg@nu.com; cynthia.janke@nu.com; Feraci, Joseph; Le, David; Kuriakose, Alex; Bilsky, Chandra; Bonazoli, John; david.wrona@nu.com; jennifer.schilling@nu.com; jack.habib@nstar.com; Danielle Winter; Roughan, Timothy R. [TIMOTHY.ROUGHAN@us.ngrid.com]; kevin.kelly@us.ngrid.com
Cc: Breger, Dwayne (ENE); Clarke, Steven (EEA); Jonathan Raab; Mahony, Elizabeth (ENV)
Subject: RE: DOER DG Monthly Reporting December 2012

Hello all:
 
I am writing to help the group understand our read of Annual Reporting in the DG Report.  Since this non-tariff requirement is now directed by DPU Order (and not dependent upon a new tariff being approved) DOER expects it to be filed on April 1, 2013.
 
Here's what it says and DOER's stance [in brackets] about how we expect the utilities will adhere to this. But, you'll see it will be reduced relative to the April 1 2014 Report (due to some elements not in effect until the revised tariff are in effect):
 
Enforcement (see page 25 of the DG Report)
 
Annual Reporting and Review of Utility timeline compliance based on tracking system (at least until SQM kicks in)--Filed by utilities April 1 each year analyzing and summarizing data in monthly reporting to DOER plus any necessary additional information (e.g., Simplified Track data) including,
 
a. Percent of compliance of total timeline with each track
 
[DOER expects this to be reported April 1, 2013. At minimum the utilities should characterize their adherence to the tariff in the aggregate during 2012. DOER recognizes this will likely include a statement about their own efforts tracking when the clock stopped and their interpretation that timelines were made unworkable when they ceased to have "normal business conditions."]
 
b. Compliance with each step in timeline
 
[DOER expects this to be reported April 1, 2013. At minimum the utilities should characterize the extent to which they were tracking it and their adherence to the tariff in the aggregate during 2012. DOER expects utilities to meet timelines and to report the success rate doing so, regardless of whether there is an internal or external system for tracking it.]
 
c. Number times ADR initiated and resolution
 
[DOER expects this to be reported April 1, 2013.]
 
d. Number of times customer requested review of the timeline and application fee was refunded
 
[Not Applicable until the 2013 tariff is implemented.]
 
e. Any additional DPU requirements
[For discussion: whether there are any additional DPU requirements.]
 
DOER expects this information to be reported for all projects including those following the Simplified Process and incorporating their own internal processes used to ensure their adherence to timelines during calendar year 2012. Given the late date of the Order so close to April 1, we expect the utilities to ask for an extension. But, we expect them to report as DPU directed in its Order (DPU 11-75-E) on whatever timeline DPU deems appropriate.
 
I had originally forwarded this to Jonathan for posting and he persuaded me to share with you directly for two reasons: (1) he will be on vacation this week; (2) this is not a matter for the DG Working Group to decide (it is a matter of complying with DPU Order 11-75-E which directs the utilities to follow the non-tariff aspects of the report).
 
Regards,
 
Gerry Bingham, Senior Coordinator / Distributed Generation
Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 1020, Boston, MA 02114   
Ph: 617.626.7378 Fax: 617.727.0030
MA Interconnection and Distributed Generation Website
 
http://www.mass.gov/doer/
Creating A Cleaner Energy Future for the Commonwealth 
 
 
 
From: Bingham, Gerry (ENE) 
Sent: Monday, March 11, 2013 11:36 AM
To: 'wmecodg@nu.com'; 'cynthia.janke@nu.com'; 'Feraci, Joseph'; 'Le, David'; 'Kuriakose, Alex'; 'Bilsky, Chandra'; 'Bonazoli, John'; 'david.wrona@nu.com'; 'jennifer.schilling@nu.com'; 'jack.habib@nstar.com'; 'dwinter@keeganwerlin.com'; 'Roughan, Timothy R. [TIMOTHY.ROUGHAN@us.ngrid.com]'; 'kevin.kelly@us.ngrid.com'
Cc: Breger, Dwayne (ENE); Clarke, Steven (EEA); 'Jonathan Raab'; Mahony, Elizabeth (ENE)
Subject: RE: DOER DG Monthly Reporting December 2012
 
Hi all:
 
Attached is the Aggregate Monthly Reporting of DG Interconnection data that has now been posted to the DG Website, covering all non-simplified projects from Jan 2009 and through January 2013. I am told the Interactive Charts should be building from this data beginning in about two days.**
 
According to the agreement in the DG Working Group Report, data for each month will be submitted by the 15th of the following month and will use the data sheet referenced in the report.  While we’re pleased to report the utilities are now uniformly using the data sheet, many of these reports were not on time and had problems complying with the protocols we agreed to in recent conference calls.  
 
I am sending this aggregate file so the utilities, DG stakeholders, and policymakers can see the highlighted rows where they are non-compliant in a way that causes problems on our end. Our hope is that they will fix those and report them correctly next time.  Categories where they are non-compliant (and the revision needed to resolve to synch with our DG Website Interactive Chart builder):
1. Non-Date Text in Date Fields (solution: Cell deleted)

2. Dates Out of Succession; eg, date on Step 2 should never be chronologically before date on Step 1 (solution: whole row/record not included in chart building)

 
Items we’re aware of that will be tolerated in chart building; recognizing the plan is to fix by no later than the end of 2013:
1. “EXP” vs Expedited

2. Fuel Source names not matching our protocols document

3. Projects Withdrawn may need a column to make charts more realistic

4. New column needed for “Original Project ID #”

5. Reporting on all stages in the process (in all columns) for all projects.

 
** Please note, DOER had plans with a consultant to post this data on the 17th of the month.  But, assembling this data was hampered significantly by late submittals from some of the utilities and then further hampered when it was discovered that an on-time submittal was missing the data in the “Application Deemed Complete” column.  Beginning next month, we will begin posting the dates on which each utility submitted acceptable (workable) data.
 
Please get in touch with us if you have any questions about this.
 
Regards,
Gerry
 
Gerry Bingham, Senior Coordinator / Distributed Generation
Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 1020, Boston, MA 02114   
Ph: 617.626.7378 Fax: 617.727.0030
MA Interconnection and Distributed Generation Website
 
http://www.mass.gov/doer/
Creating A Cleaner Energy Future for the Commonwealth 
